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start bottom trawling by late August or by
September only. In August 2015,  it was found that
the trawlers that operated from Gangoli and Bhatkal
Fishery Harbours landed unprecedented   high
catches of P. stylifera, which were entirely
juveniles. This  trend extended till  November. Once
bottom trawling  commenced from Malpe and
Mangalore Fisheries Harbours, similar trend of heavy
landings of P. stylifera juveniles were recorded at
these harbours also. The P. stylifera landed ranged
from 48 to 78 mm in length, with an average weight
of 1.5 g. Due to small size they were sold at prices
as low as  ` 10 to 12 per kilogram,  and most of
them were used for drying.
It is estimated that at Gangoli Fisheries Harbour,
24 t of P. stylifera juveniles were landed in August,
2015  with a catch rate of 60 kg/unit (Fig.1). The
size range was 50 to 75 mm with a mean size of 63
mm. In Mangalore and Malpe,  the estimated catch
of this species during September to November period
were 228 t and 415 t respectively with a catch rate
of 124 kg and 155 kg per boat. The size range of the
juveniles caught from these landing centres was also
45 to 78 mm with a mean size of 62 mm. Compared
to the same period in 2014, the catch of P. stylifera
at Malpe and Mangalore were only 31 and 20 t
respectively. This indicated a seven fold increase
in catch at Malpe and 20 times increase at Mangalore
in 2015. By end of  November, the catch of juvenile
P. stylifera reduced considerably and fishery  showed
a trend as observed in earlier years with an average
catch rate of 25 to 30 kg/boat, with lesser
percentage of juveniles.
The juvenile fishery of P. stylifera by trawlers in
such high  magnitude  is a  rare phenomenon in
Karnataka. Due to its very small size almost entire
catch of P. stylifera was sold for drying. An estimated
700 million juveniles were landed at Gangoli, Malpe
and Mangalore Fisheries Harbours during August to
November, 2015 period.  The reason for such heavy
landing of juveniles is not well understood. However
the change in wind and current pattern might have
influenced the juvenile distribution.  Seasonal
migration of this species with the alteration of
oceanographic characteristics has been reported by
many workers during their studies on prawn fisheries
off south west coast of India.  More studies on the
distribution of this species in relation to
oceanographic parameters especially the current
pattern are needed to explain this phenomenon and
evaluate its impact on the sustainability of the
prawn fishery.
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Anadara  granosa (Linnaeus, 1758) belongs to
family Arcidae and is popularly known as ‘Blood
cockle’ or ‘Blood clam’. 
On 29th October, 2015 an unusual landing of
approximately 200 kg of Blood clam was observed
in Kasimedu Fishing Harbour, Chennai. The clams
were caught by trawl net and sold at a market price
of  ` 50 per kilogram. Although, A. granosa is often
landed as by-catch along with other gastropods and
bivalves in trawl landings it does not form a fishery A. granosa landed at Kasimedu Fishing Harbour
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A note on the ribbonfish Trichiurus auriga
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The ribbonfishes belonging to the family
Trichiuridae is a major fishery resource of India.
Three species under the genus Trichiurus namely
T. lepturus, T. auriga and T. gangeticus are reported
from India. Of these, the largehead hairtail
T. lepturus commonly grows to 100 cm in size and
has high market demand. T. auriga (Pearly hairtail)
is a small sized species (maximum size < 40 cm)
and reported to occur in huge shoals in the upper
slope regions. With little market demand for
consumption due to its small size, whenever caught
they are most likely to be diverted to fish meal
plants. There is wide spread concern on the  large
scale capture of juvenile fishes which adversely
affects the resources. Recently several restrictions
on the capture of under-sized/ immature fishes of
commercially important species and provisions for
imposing fines on violations have been implemented
Fig. 1. Trichiurus auriga (A) and T. lepturus (B)
Fig. 2. Fang like anterior teeth without barbs in T. auriga
and notable quantity of blood clam landings have
not been reported earlier from this harbour.
The species is widely distributed in the Indo-Pacific
region.Though the true cockles of the genus Cardium
are not abundant in Indian waters, the cockle-like
ark clam  A. granosa forms extensive beds in some
areas. The blood clams constitute an important
by the Fisheries Department of Kerala. Many
fishermen themselves are concerned about the
capture of juveniles and have enquired about the
species identity of the small sized ribbonfishes
landed by deep-sea trawlers operating off southern
Kerala Coast, especially during October to December
period which is the peak season for ribbonfish fishery
along Kerala coast.
Silas and Rajagopalan  (1974) first confirmed the
occurrence of the small sized deep water ribbonfish
T. auriga in Indian seas, based on the specimens
collected from trawl surveys in the upper slope
regions off south west coast. During the FORV Sagar
Sampada cruise 332  on 6th December, 2014 a huge
catch of  small sized ribbonfish was made off
fishery in Kakinada Bay and contributes   about 50%
of the total molluscan landings there. It is one of the
commercially important molluscan resources of India.
Though its meat is consumed locally to a limited
extent, its demand in the ornamental shell trade is
growing. The  clam shells are also used in producing
lime by burning the whole shells.
